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Why #MeToo Matters 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The #MeToo Moment May Have Revealed to the Public What Researchers Already Knew:  

That Adults in Society Do Not Understand the Concept of Consent 

• Some women and men interpret non-resistance as consent 

• Women felt that explicitly refusing sexual advances would be perceived as “rude or 

arrogant” 

• Although men showed the ability to “hear” coded non-consent from women (such as 

comments like “I have an early morning tomorrow”), many shared they would only 

accept an explicit “no” to mean “no”  

• Men also felt that women give an obligatory soft “no” to appear to have standards, 

which entitled the men to press by asking repeatedly and this behavior was not seen 

as coercive  

• Among same sex couples,  

• Non-verbal signals for consent were more commonly used than verbal cues to signal 

consent 

• Men were more likely to use non-verbal cues with their same sex partner than women   

Clark-Parsons, 2019; O’Byrne et al., 2008; Jozkowski & Hunt, 2014; Beres, et al., 2004 
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Sexual assault and child sexual abuse are very common occurrences in our society 

• More than 1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men have experienced unwanted sexual contact (CDC, 

2015) 

• 1 in 6 women and about 1 in 10 men have experienced sexual cohersion (CDC, 2015) 

• 1 in 5 women and 1 in 14 men in the United States have been raped (completed or attempted 

forced penetration, or alcohol/drug facilitated completed penetration) (CDC, 2015) 

• 25 -27% of girls experience child sexual abuse (CDC, 2020; Finkelhor et al., 2014) 

• 5-8% of boys experience child sexual abuse (Finkelhor et al., 2014; CDC 2020) 

• 30 – 50% of cases of child sexual abuse involve another youth exhibiting harmful sexual 

behaviors (Finkelhor et al., 2009)  

Given these facts, how can we do a better job in society of teaching consent? 

 

Optimal Windows for Learning the Concept of Consent:    

A Developmental Neuroscientific Lens 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Brain Regions Activated During Reading and Empathy 

 

 

 

 

Shamay-Tsoory, 2015  

 

Shaywitz and Shaywitz, 2004 
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Inferior Frontal Gyrus 

Language  

• Language production  

• Fine grain speech Sakai, 2005; Pugh et al., 2001  

Reading 

• Phonological recoding 

• Silent reading and naming Pugh et al., 2001  

Empathy 

• Emotional face processing 

• Interpreting the meaning of other people’s actions Jabbi et al. 2007; Pfeifer et al. 2008;               

Schulte-Rüther et al. 2007; Pobric & Hamilton, 2006 

Inferior Parietal Lobe 

Reading 

• Semantic  

• Phonological judgements Sliwinska, 2015  

Empathy 

• Discriminating between self and other  

• Imitation of other’s emotions 

• Understanding the intentions of movements in 
others Uddin, et al., 2006; Pfeifer, et al., 2008; Fogassi & 

Luppino, 2005  

Empathy Fostered in Early Childhood Lasts into Adulthood 

• Early pro-social behaviors at age 4 are predictive of pro-social behaviors at age 20 

• Infancy to age 2 children show empathetic concern 

• 4-5-year-olds have the ability to take on the perspective of others 

• 10-12-year-olds have achieved moral consistency 

• Emotion recognition skills continue to increase after age 10 

• Progress in empathy abilities across adulthood is an inverse U shape 

Decety, 2018; Tonks et al., 2009;  Sauter et al., 2013;  Oh et al., 2020 
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Is Consent Child’s Play? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

At each developmental phase children can learn the concept of consent 

Pre-K to 2nd Grade 

• Use language children can understand 

• Use concrete examples 

• Engage children in role play of positive behaviors 

• Topics include: asking for permission to touch, saying “no”, saying “yes”, receiving “no” and 

“yes” respectfully 

3rd Grade to 6th grade 

• Build upon prior concepts about emotions 

• Discuss body language cues 

• Provide empowerment to set personal boundaries 

• Encourage respect of a person’s boundaries 

• Provide coping strategies to deal with receiving “no” responses from others 

• Define sexuality 

• Outline what constitutes sexual harassment 

7th and 8th grade  

• Build upon prior discussions of empathy 

• Build upon prior discussion of coping 

• Discuss boundaries in the context of relationships 

• Expand discussion of sexual harassment 

• Discuss responsibility in relationships 

• Cover healthy relationships 

• Cover consent in the context of relationships 

Developmental Neuroscience Indicates that Learning Consent is Child’s Play! 

 

Contact Us:  
For more information about PCAVT’s child abuse prevention trainings or curricula please contact Marcie 

Hambrick, PhD, MSW at: mhambrick@pcavt.org, 802-498-0616, or visit pcavt.org 
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