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Best practices 

• Immediate response

• Specialized units 

• Use CACs

• Highly trained forensic 
interviewers

• Involve prosecutor early 
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Corroboration and photos 

An immediate response 

• 24/7 for forensic 
interviews

• Always investigators, 
social workers and 
prosecutors with 
specialized training on 
call 

Polyvictimization research 

• Exposure to multiple forms of victimization was common. 

• Almost 66% of the sample was exposed to more than one type of 
victimization, 30% experienced fıve or more types, and 10% 
experienced 11 or more different forms of victimization in their 
lifetimes. 

• Poly-victims comprise a substantial portion of the children who 
would be identifıed by screening for an individual victimization 
type, such as sexual assault or witnessing parental violence. 

• Poly-victimization is more highly related to trauma symptoms than 
experiencing repeated victimizations of a single type and explains 
a large part of the associations between individual forms of 
victimization and symptom levels. 
– (Turner, Finkelhor, et al, 2010) 
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Finding corroborating evidence 

Closely examine the victim’s statement

Corroborating the Child’s Statement

• “I remember the first time…”
• Seventeen-year-old prostitute
• The camping/fishing trip
• Don’t assume you can’t corroborate (giant eagle case, 

the worm case)
• Motive evidence
• Sexual oddities (“whinny” account)
• Fantastic statements (butterfly account, devil account, 

Winnie the Pooh)
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There is always a crime scene

• Photograph the crime scene (jurors get visual image of 
coldness or lost innocence), can help the child testify, 
prosecutor can use photos in cross examination (“Valerie 
liked living in the basement”, closing argument)

• Videotape scene from perspective of victim

• Pictures long ago (victim visits LE station,  sailboats on 
wall) 

• “Picture This” article in CenterPiece (go to www.ncptc.org
& click on “publications”

• Bring crime scene to life

Crime scene photos may corroborate child’s 
testimony 

• “Daddy came into my bedroom, removed a Winnie the 
Pooh book from the closet bookcase and then sat on the 
edge of my bed. As he read the book, he placed his 
hands between my legs and moved his hand around. He 
then put the book on my nightstand, pulled me on the 
carpeted floor and next to the bed licked my koochie.” 
(child indicates on anatomical diagram koochie is vagina) 

• How might photos help corroborate the child’s testimony? 

Photos can corroborate ten aspects 

• The entry way (daddy came into my room)
• The child has a bedroom
• There is a closet 
• There is a bookcase in the closet 
• There is a Winnie the Pooh book missing from closet 

bookcase
• There is a bed for perp to sit on the edge of
• There is a nightstand
• There is a Winnie the Pooh book on nightstand
• There is a carpeted floor 
• There is room “next to the bed” to conduct crime
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Documenting injuries  


