
1

From “Complex Child Abuse Investigations”

Instructors Seth L. Goldstein and Pamela Lawson

Sept. 24, 2020

APSAC VIRTUAL COLLOQUIUM 

Pretext Contact (Phone Calls/Confrontations)

I. Purpose: to provide a controlled, monitored and recorded setting that will
allow the victim or another to communicate with the suspect in order to
elicit incriminating statements or to corroborate the victim’s account. (A
vicarious interrogation)

A.  Tools: Telephone (land-line or cell), recording device (for land-line or
cell), wire if needed, monitoring earpiece, notepad, pencil/pen, lined or
blank sticky notepad

B. Parties: Victim or person with whom the subject is likely to talk 

C.  Location: Victim’s home, police agency, school, forensic facility, 

D.    Consider background noise.                                  

1.  Silent or with music (What is the setting and what is reasonable for
the suspect to expect?)

2. Noise may help cover unintended auditory sounds by and to the
investigator or the victim

II. Victim: History with suspect

A. Offender-Victim Bond
B. Compliant and/or non compliant

 1. Did not say no
 2. Did not fight

  3. Did not tell
  4. Enjoyed the sexual activity
C. Time frame of abuse
D. Family dynamics
E. Availability of the child to the suspect
F. Grooming techniques
G. Child treated as an equal during molestation?
H. Child confused over their sexuality and feelings
I. Promises made?
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J. Threats made?
K. Trust established?

 III. The buy in (agreement to perform task) by the child or the third party

A. What’s in it for the child?
B. Why would he/she want to make the call

IV. Developing a plan of approach with the suspect
             (The strategy for the call.) 

A. Making a loose script

B. Anticipate what defense may attack

                1. Try to avoid a coerced statement such as “I am                    
thinking of going to the police. What do you think?”

2. Try to avoid ambiguous statements (“I didn’t like doing those things
we did.”)

C. Think like a “eight year-old” (or actual age of child)
D. What the child will say as to the reason for the call (think like an eight year
old)

E.  Is it normal or unusual for the child other individual to call or contact
F.  How did the child get the suspect’s phone number
G. Consider role reversal

                 1. Relationship dynamic between victim & suspect

                 2.  Are you hearing that the child is the adult and the suspect the child

V. Introducing the topic of the sexual acts committed with/against the child (The
child can not lie about any act that did not happen!)

A. Putting suspect at ease

1. Keeping the secret

 2.Making suspect at ease

VI. Eliciting incriminating statements by suspect

A.  Getting specifics about the acts to meet prosecutorial expectations – confront
with partial elements of offenses

B. Jurisdiction, PC sections, jury instructions, individual separate counts

C. Confession vs. Admission

1. Adoptive

2.Actual
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D. Asking suspect why he/she had sexual contact with the child

 E. Knowledge of victim’s age

1. Establish suspect age 

2.Establish victim’s age

3.Get suspect to acknowledge age difference

VII. Call conclusion

A. Limit the opportunity for negative things to be said by the child

B. If the call goes south prepare for an out

C. It’s okay for the child to say I love you

D.  Have aftercare available (parent, counselor, friend)

E. Consider debriefing child/individual to assure emotions in check
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