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ALLEGATIONS OF INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE AND 
CHILD MALTREATMENT IN CUSTODY DISPUTES

 These allegations are very contentious, not only 
between the parties in the custody dispute, but also 
among experts in intimate partner violence and child 
maltreatment and experts in child custody 
evaluations.
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POTENTIAL SOURCES OF BIAS AMONG PROFESSIONALS INCLUDE:

1) the professional’s gender, 
2) class and ethnic positionality, 
3) the professional’s professional experience with 
divorce/custody disputes, 
4) the professional’s personal experience with divorce/custody 
disputes, 
5) the professional’s beliefs about allegations of interpersonal 
violence in divorce/custody disputes, 

POTENTIAL SOURCES OF BIAS AMONG PROFESSIONALS INCLUDE:

 6) the professional’s knowledge and interpretation of 
research in the domains of child abuse, child sexual abuse, 
and intimate partner violence, 

 7) whom the professional identifies with in a custody dispute,

 8) whom the professional interviews first in a custody 
dispute,

 9) who is paying for the evaluation, and

 10) who between the parents is the most personable.
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CAUSES OF A CHILD’S RESISTANCE TO CONTACT WITH ONE PARENT 
AND AFFINITY TO THE OTHER PARENT

 The child has been sexually abused, physically abused, emotionally 
abused, or neglected by the parent the child does not want contact 
with. 

 Other bad acts on the part of the unfavored parent, including 
domestic violence, substance abuse, mental health issues, and failure 
to support the family financially, 

CAUSES OF A CHILD’S RESISTANCE TO CONTACT WITH ONE PARENT 
AND AFFINITY TO THE OTHER PARENT
 The unfavored parent irrationally is disrupting the child’s relationship 

with the favored parent. 

 The unfavored parent may be uninvolved in the child’s life and 
emotionally unavailable. 

 The unfavored parent may be an incompetent parent. 

 The unfavored parent may lack knowledge of children’s development 
and cultural awareness.  

 Moreover, gender, race, ethnicity, and preferred activities may impact 
upon the child’s preferences.
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THE CASE OF JOHN—AGE 10

 Both parents are well-educated.

 Mother is a CPA.

 Father is an engineer.

 John has trouble in school.

 When John was 7, his mother left with him and went to a 
domestic violence shelter in another county.

 John’s father did not know where John and mother were.

 John did not see his father for a year. 

THE CASE OF JOHN—AGE 10

 When John and mother were found, father got custody and 
mother visitation.

 As John got older, he began to resist contact with his mother.

 He was cathected to his father.

 The question for the evaluation team was why?
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EVALUATION PROCESS—A TEAM ENDEAVOR
 BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS ARE REVIEWED.

 EACH CHILD IS SEEN TWICE.

 EACH PARENT IS INTERVIEWED FOR AT LEAST 2 HOURS.

 EACH PARENT IS PSYCHOLOGICALLY TESTED.

 EACH PARENT IS SEEN WITH THE CHILD, UNLESS CONTRAINDICATED.

 THERE IS A CONSULTATION MEETING WHERE INFORMATION IS 
SHARED, QUESTIONS ARE ADDRESSED, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
ARE MADE.
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THE BODY BAG CASE: WHAT JOHN SAID TO HIS MOTHER

 John: Any bodyguards?

 John: You're just a late idiot; she's just a loser.

 John: Let's see what would get for that? You'd be out the window.

 John: Because I hate you.

 John: Wake up and smell the coffee. That's just an expression.

 John: OK, idiot; jackass.

 John: You hit me and yelled at me.

 John: OK, you hit a donkey with a two by four. I'd have to use a…let's 
see eye beam. It weighs a ton…Smack you up side the head.

 John: Oh, I'm sorry, idiot….with a crane.

 John: Let's make a little correction. You liked it.

 John: How about seeing you in a body bag. That would be nice.

 John: Then you couldn't bug me anymore.

11

12



9/20/2020

7

REASONS FOR JOHN’S ALIENATION FROM HIS 
MOTHER
 We did not think mother was abusive.

 We thought she was an incompetent parent; she was out of 
touch with John.

 John’s year long separation from his father had traumatized 
him.

 Gender was one reason for affinity with his father. 

 His father also engaged in activities with John that he 
enjoyed.
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